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Gun violence in the U.S.

In 2019, 39,707 people, an average of 
108 people every day, lost their lives to 
gun violence. It was the third 
consecutive year of nearly 40,000 gun 
deaths, and part of a three-year cluster 
with a higher gun death rate than any 
other time in the last two decades. The 
majority (60%) of gun deaths were 
suicides and a third of gun deaths were 
homicides.



Gun violence in New York

In 2019, the most recent year of 
data available, there were 804 
firearm deaths in New York, of 
which 57% were firearm suicides 
(455 deaths) and 41% were 
firearm homicides (326 deaths).



What are extreme risk protection orders?

● An Extreme Risk Protection Order 
(ERPO) is a civil court-issued order 
that prohibits people found to be 
dangerous to themselves or others 
from temporarily purchasing or 
possessing a firearm, rifle, or 
shotgun.

● 19 states + DC have extreme risk 
laws.



New York’s ERPO law

● New York’s ERPO law was signed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo on February 25, 
2019, and went into effect on August 24, 2019.

● In New York, there are two types of ERPOs:
○ Temporary ERPOs
○ Final ERPOs

● Law enforcement, district attorneys, family or household members, and 
school administrators may petition for an ERPO.



ERPO use in New York - August 24, 2019 - October 19, 2021



Applying for an Extreme Risk Protection Order

https://www.nycourts.gov/CourtHelp/Safety/ERPOapplying.shtml



Applying for an Extreme Risk Protection Order

https://www.nycourts.gov/CourtHelp/Safety/ERPOapplying.shtml





How do ERPOs fit in with other firearm suicide prevention 
tools? - 1
● Most gun deaths are suicides, and most suicides are by firearm.
● Access to a gun in the home increases the risk of suicide more than 

three-fold.
● Putting time and space between someone who may attempt suicide and lethal 

means, especially firearms, makes it more likely that they will survive a 
suicide attempt.



How do ERPOs fit in with other firearm suicide prevention 
tools? - 2
● Given the role of firearms in suicide, it is critical to remove firearms from 

individuals at risk of self-harm.
● So what are some ways of doing this?

○ Firearms can be temporarily and voluntarily stored with individuals or, in some cases, at gun 
shops.

○ Firearms can be secured at home using locking devices.
○ Firearms can be temporary removed using an ERPO.
○ Individuals in states with voluntary self-prohibition laws (or “do not sell” lists), can voluntarily 

add themselves to a list that would temporarily prevent them from purchasing firearms.



ERPO case studies

Preventing suicide

Washington state:

● “A girlfriend filed an Extreme Risk Protection Order against her boyfriend as he recently tried to commit 

suicide and wanted to purchase a firearm. At the Extreme Risk Protection Order hearing, the couple came to 

court together (holding hands). The respondent had no objection to the Extreme Risk Protection Order. The 

respondent expressed gratitude that someone cared enough to make sure that he did not have access to a 

gun.”



ERPO case studies

Preventing school shootings

Maryland:

● A Maryland student posted Snapchats of him holding a rifle and threatening a school shooting. Police issued 

a temporary order and removed a pair of loaded assault rifles and ammunition.



ERPO case studies

Preventing mass violence

Connecticut:

● In 2019, Melissa Potter received a call from her estranged nephew, Brandon Wagshol, who told her he 

intended to build an AR-15-style rifle and needed to ship magazines to her home in New Hampshire (the 

magazines he wanted were not legal to purchase in Connecticut). Potter alerted Wagshol’s mother and then a 

week later, she contacted the local police department. Upon investigation, items such as “planning a mass 

murder” were found under activities on his Facebook page. The police applied for and received a risk 

warrant, searched Wagshol’s residence, and seized the firearms and ammunition (including four hundred 

rounds, a long rifle, and a hand grenade) they found.



ERPO case studies

Preventing white supremacy and hate crimes 

Washington state:

● A Washington man posted numerous mass shooting threats on social media including stating that he planned 

on shooting 30 Jews, along with pictures of Nazi artifacts and of his gun collection. An order was granted and 

12 firearms were removed.



Suicide & Intimate Partner Violence

● MEANS MATTER: most suicides are by firearm; most intimate partner homicides are by firearm

● Access to firearms increases the risk of suicide and intimate partner violence homicide

● More than one in four homicides in the United States are related to domestic violence, and the 

use of firearms in domestic violence situations increases the risk that there will be multiple 

fatalities

○ It is not uncommon for the perpetrator of an intimate partner homicide to die by suicide.

○ Research also shows that many domestic violence mass shooting offenders die by suicide.



Domestic violence mass shootings & perpetrator suicide

● Between 2014 - 2019, 55 perpetrators of 53 mass shootings died during the incident
○ 39 (70.9%) died by firearm suicide
○ 15 (27.3%) were killed by police, and 
○ 1 (1.8%) died from an intentional overdose

● 36 of the 39 (92.3%) mass shooting perpetrators who died by firearm suicide were 
DV-related mass shooting perpetrators

● 42/65 (64.6%) DV-related mass shooting perpetrators died during the shooting and 
85.7% died by firearm suicide

Source: Geller LB, Booty M, Crifasi CK. The role of domestic violence in fatal mass shootings in the United States, 2014-2019. Inj 
Epidemiol. 2021 May 31;8(1):38. doi: 10.1186/s40621-021-00330-0. PMID: 34053458; PMCID: PMC8165999.



What can you do?

● Educate yourself and others about extreme risk protection orders
● Get involved in advocacy work
● Share resources on ERPOs and other suicide prevention tools with your 

patients and colleagues



Resources - PreventFirearmSuicide.com



Resources - Implement ERPO

https://americanhealth.jhu.edu/implementERPO



Resources

● Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence. (2021). The data behind extreme risk 
laws.

● Consortium for Risk Based Firearm Policy. (2020). Extreme Risk Protection 
Orders: New Recommendations for Policy and Implementation.

● CSGV Medium blog. (2019). It’s time to retire the term “Red Flag Laws.”
● Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence, Alliance for Gun Responsibility, & 

Giffords. (2018). Extreme Risk Laws: A Toolkit for Developing Life-Saving Policy 
in Your State.

● Bloomberg American Health Initiative. Implement ERPO. 
https://americanhealth.jhu.edu/implementERPO

https://efsgv.org/wp-content/uploads/Extreme-Risk-Law-Research-Overview-February-2021.pdf
https://efsgv.org/wp-content/uploads/Extreme-Risk-Law-Research-Overview-February-2021.pdf
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